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will be able to speak of it to your sisters when you
judge it a suitable occasion .... I have before this
made forced sacrifices; this will be a voluntary one
on my part. God grant you strength to maintain
your new state; for once the step is taken, there is
no return. I send you all ray love, and give you
my blessing. Louis."

On 6th April 1770 he wrote Louise an official
consent. Accompanied by a few people she entered
the Carmelite convent of Saint-Denis and knelt
before the abbess and the nuns with these touching
-words: "I beg you all to have the charity to receive
me among you, to regard me as your sister, to
forget all that I have been in the -world, and to
pray to God for the king and for me: I desire with
all my heart to be a Carmelite, and I will try with
God's grace and the help of your prayers to be a
good Carmelite."

Under the name of Sister Therese of Saint-
Augustin, the novice shut herself in the silence and
peace of the cloister, while Court and city com-
mented on such an amazing decision. Louis XV
seems to have understood his so dearly loved
child's aspirations; though himself incapable of
renouncing the flesh, he revered the religious life
and admired spontaneous sacrifice.

On the afternoon of Thursday 3rd May 1770,
he paid a visit to the new Carmelite. When Prince
Beauveau, captain of his guard, showed signs of
accompanying him within the convent, he said:
"You can wait for me here without anxiety: the
Carmelites will guard me well."